Accredited Internationally Qualified Clinical Research Auditor
Standard Launches
Collaboration between Pharm-Olam and IAOCR ensures “quality built in” audits
Houston, Texas and Maidenhead, United Kingdom, 21 April 2020 – The first Independently Accredited
Clinical Research Audit Academy is registering delegates for its first cohort commencing 4 May. “Audit
Academy” blends high-quality virtual training and development facilitated by Pharm-Olam, with
robust, independent and internationally-recognized accreditation awarded by IAOCR to deliver
Internationally Qualified Clinical Research Auditors (designatory letters AIACR1).
Auditors hold a critical role in the pharmaceutical and clinical research industry. However, the quality
of clinical research audits is variable because there is a gap in defining and accepting internationally
recognized audit standards and, until now, there have been no standards for Qualifying individuals.
This anomaly means that audit frequency generally isn’t taking a risk-based approach or focus. Often
auditors visit the same organizations on multiple occasions to review the same areas. This is extremely
costly to organizations and the industry as a whole, but the value of repetitive audits in terms of riskreduction and quality assurance is questionable. Ensuring the individuals engaged to conduct clinical
research audits are fit-for-purpose is an essential first step in raising industry standards.
“High-quality, risk-based auditing is essential for ensuring patient safety and data integrity to provide
greater assurance of the competence of the required oversight. It’s critical that people working in this
space are both competent and confident in their roles so that we can trust them to conduct high
quality audits,” states Daniel W. Burgess, Chief Compliance Officer, Pharm-Olam. “Our focus with the
Audit Academy is to provide confidence throughout the vendor network by ensuring that all audits
are conducted to a consistently high standard.”
The program will involve a variety of live theory sessions, knowledge assessments and immersive
evidence-based simulations. Upon completion successful candidates will become “Internationally
Qualified Clinical Research Auditors” and awarded the designatory letters and professional status
“AIACR”, establishing they have evidenced their skills, knowledge and professional behaviors within
the multi-faceted field of clinical research auditing which can be leveraged across the entire clinical
research industry as a quality standard.
Pharm-Olam is committed to supporting the clinical research industry as a whole by offering training
to their entire vendor network and beyond – to any clinical research organization wanting to ensure
that their clinical research auditors are competent and fit-for-purpose.
The Audit Academy provides a 12-week virtual program covering key topics from Audit Principles,
Quality Management Systems, Audit Findings, Case Management and beyond. Dedicated to ensuring
competence in clinical research auditing, the first cohort will start on May 4, 2020.
“Auditors play an integral role in reducing risk to patients, clinical research and organizational
reputation,” explains Jacqueline Johnson North, Chief Executive, IAOCR. “IAOCR is committed to
working in partnership with organizations that are passionate about quality and patient safety. We
1

AIACR: Auditor – qualified by the International Accrediting Organization for Clinical Research

were delighted when Pharm-Olam asked us to work with them to provide independent accreditation
for this program, which marks an important step forward for the industry.”
IAOCR, the International Accrediting Organization for Clinical Research, is dedicated to working in
partnership with organizations to provide Internationally Qualified Professionals for the Clinical
Research Industry – raising standards and reducing risk to patients, clinical research and organizational
reputation. IAOCR operates globally, providing accreditation across a variety of clinical research roles
and tasks, from early talent to executive leadership. IAOCR accreditations are internationally
recognizable and mapped to the International Standard Classification of Education Framework
developed by UNESCO.
If you are interested in joining the first Audit Academy cohort, or for further information, please
visit: pharm-olam.com/audit-academy.

To learn more about IAOCR please visit www.IAOCR.com or call:
•
•
•

International: +44 1628 784906
US Toll Free: +1 855 209-2335
UK: 01628 784906

For further press information please contact: Jen Husdan on pr@iaocr.co.uk
<<Pharm-Olam to advise if any media contact information needs inserting>>
###
Notes to editors
About Pharm-Olam
Pharm-Olam is helping biopharmaceutical companies create a healthier world as a global, midsized
CRO that offers agile, innovative and customized clinical solutions in support of Phase I-IV oncology
clinical research. They specialize in early phase oncology research and are focused on expediting
sponsor’s programs to proof of concept. As a global CRO, Pharm-Olam understands the unique
challenges presented in this area. They realize that clinical research is a journey and go the distance.
About IAOCR
IAOCR is the international accrediting organization for clinical research. We are the only organization
in the world to Qualify Clinical Research Professionals to international standards. Through robustly
accrediting the competence IAOCR reduces risk - to patients, clinical research and organizations whilst improving compliance and bringing drugs to market quicker.

IAOCR business processes and accreditations have been built specifically for the clinical research
industry. They provide a quality mark to organizations committed to globally consistent, high quality
clinical trials workforces.
We believe that clinical trial patients anywhere in the world deserve the best protection in terms of
rights and wellbeing. Therefore, in addition to providing accreditation, training and consultancy
services, IAOCR works with industry leaders and regulators around the globe to develop best practice
guidelines and frameworks that are freely available to everyone. To find out more about the best
practice initiatives visit http://iaocr.com/resources/

